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Milwaukee Road GP20s 965 and 970 lead two SDL39 locomotives eastbound at Hector,
Minnesota on Saturday, July 9, 1983.  The 965 was rebuilt from GP9 240 in June of 1972,

while 970 was rebuilt from GP9 257 in September of 1972.  The Milwaukee Road rebuilt 54
well worn 1,750 horsepower GP9s into 2,000 horsepower “GP20s” in three groups from

June of 1969 to October 1973.  The rebuilt locomotives were renumbered downward with
the first one numbered 999 and the 54th numbered 946.  Hector is about 90 miles west of

St. Paul on the former Milwaukee Road Chicago - Seattle mainline

Photo by Rick Sprung

UPCOMING CHAPTER MEETING

Wednesday, May 6, 2026  7:00 pm

The National Museum of Transportation

Lindburg Automobile Center, 2nd Floor

President’s Message
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The St. Louis Chapter Endowment has awarded The National Museum of Transportation
(TNMOT) a Grant for the restoration of the Monsanto Tank Car.  This is a unique rail car, which is
important to St. Louis history, and is popular with visitors to TNMOT since they can walk through
it (and make noise in it).   In May, Amanda Ryman, the Grant Writer for TNMOT will give a
presentation on the restoration projects recently funded by the Chapter’s Endowment Fund.

Upcoming St. Louis Chapter Tour

The Chapter has set up a walking tour of the National Building Arts Center in Sauget, Illinois on Saturday,
May 2 at 10:00 am.   The emphasis of this tour will be railroad and street car related items in their
collection. The cost for this tour is $10 per person, collected at the site.

An announcement has been sent out via e-mail.  You will need to sign up for it by replying to the e-mail or
sending a note to trip.director@stlouisnrhs.org.  Include your name and phone number.

The tour is open only to St. Louis Chapter NRHS members.  Spouses or significant other may attend.
 Include their name in your reply.

THE HISTORY OF THE CRUNDEN-MARTIN COMPANY

That Huge Set of Warehouses by the TRRA’s Riverfront Wye

By William Schaberg
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St. Louis Union Station Midway Historic Photos
Courtesy of the Missouri Pacific Historical Society Archives Collection
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St. Louis Area History Showcase

The St. Louis Chapter NRHS will have a table at the HISTORY SHOWCASE at Jefferson Barracks Park
on Saturday, June 6 (details below).

If you would like to help, contact David Huelsing - dhuelsing@stlouisnrhs.org
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Parting Shots…
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A westbound BNSF stack train is shown coming and going from the road bridge west of Winslow, Arizona
on March 13, 2019.  To the west is the San Francisco Peaks with Interstate 40 paralleling the tracks.
 Photos by Rick Sprung
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Minutes for the St Louis Chapter NRHS April Meeting 
Date:  April 4, 2026

The president called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM at the National Museum of Transport. 

New members and guests:  Robert Bretch

Need to approve the February Minutes.  Motion to approve the March meeting minutes was
made by and seconded by.  The motion was approved.  Correction was made to the Al
Weber Tribute Fund.  Motion was made to approve amended minutes.  The minutes were
declared approved.

OFFICER REPORTS:

VP Program Director-Andy Sisk: Tonight’s program will feature a brief program by Bill
Schaberg on his book about the National Museum of Transport in the early years.  If time
allow we will have a Union Pacific video.

VP Trip Director – Rick Sprung:  On April 24 there will be Union Station tour.  He is still
working on a lunch. We may have to pay to park.  He is working on free parking.  On May 2
we will be going to the National Building Arts Center in Sauget.    It has many relics from old
buildings.  The emphasis will be on railroad and street car related items.  Cost is ten dollars
per person.  Both are at 10:00 AM.  Both activities are members only, but spouses /
significant others are welcome.

VP Membership Eileen Weber:  Officially ended renewal period.  She will be sending out
roster.  Still accept new members

Treasurer – Steve Siegerist:    We have money.  See the treasurer’s report. No
investment committee meeting. No investment report

Secretary – Bill Heger:Received a correspondence from Tom Clarke concerning a station
on the Southeastern Railway named after his great uncle John Bodkin O’Neil.

National Advisory Committee Representative Cliff Kierstead: Talked about upcoming
NRHS quarterly executive meeting in Salt Lake City.

Railletter Editor:  Bill Schaberg sent in article.

Internet Media Administrator – Steve Binning:Not present.  No report.   

Librarian  Taylor:  See the back table for current library offerings.

Parliamentarian Ron Zimmer:   No report

President-David Huelsing:    Updates have been made to Chapter website.  It now lists
grants the chapter has made. New links to items on the site.

Old Business:  Bill Heger brought up the motion to create the Al Weber Tribute fund.  Fred
Blank was present.  A motion was made to take the motion to take the motion off the table
by Jim.  Motion was taken off table.   It was seconded by Eileen Weber.  Discussion
followed.  Motion made by Ron Zimmer to table Cliff Kierstead seconded.  We held
discussion.  Vote on table & turn to committee.  Motion tabled.  Ron Zimmer.  Fred Blank. 
Steve Siegerist.  Cliff Kierstead will be on the committee.

New Business:   None.    

News Items:
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Al Weber:  Streetcar group needs help.  A group is interested in rebuilding and putting
1522 back out on road.  No further details.

Dave Huelsing:  Please don’t arrive at the museum for the meeting before 6:15 PM. 
Another group meets before us and they need time to set up for us.

Rick Sprung:  There are only 7 private car trips submitted to Amtrak so far this year. 

Ron Zimmer:  Museum is developing podcasts on items in museum.  Aiddn Door does a
program on big boy.

Andy Sisk:  April 19 Chicago Railroad memorabilia show at the Chicago Marriott at
O’Hare. 

Held 50/50

Adjourned:  7:45 PM

Submitted by:  Bill Heger, Secretary, St. Louis Chapter,   National Railway Historical Society

We Are (Still) Looking For An Editor

Want to be an editor of a periodical publication? Always wanted to put a newsletter together? Here’s your
chance…

The Chapter’s Gateway Railletter Editor position is currently vacant. The job requires a few hours a
month of putting articles, news and photos into the MailChimp format.

Without an editor the Gateway Railletter does not get published.  We can’t depend on temporary editors
forever.

If you are interested in becoming the editor, please contact David Huelsing or any chapter officer.  Until
we find a new editor David and Rick Sprung will be filling the position.   If you have anything that you
would like to submit please e-mail it to newsletter.exchange@stlouisnrhs.org.  Photos must have captions
or an overall description included.  Image and text file requirements can be found below.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN CONTRIBUTING TO THE GATEWAY RAILLETTER, THE
DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING CONTENT IS THE 20TH OF THE MONTH TO BE INCLUDED
IN THE FOLLOWING MONTH’S ISSUE.   THE GATEWAY RAILLETTER IS PUBLISHED
MONTHLY ON OR BEFORE THE 25TH OF THE MONTH.   SEND YOUR ARTICLE OR
PHOTOS TO

NEWSLETTER.EXCHANGE@STLOUISNRHS.ORG.  
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PHOTOS MUST HAVE A CAPTION OR GENERAL DESCRIPTION.   IMAGE FILES SHOULD
BE jpg, gif, png, bmp or tif FORMAT.  DOCUMENT FILES CAN BE doc, docx, or pdf.

St. Louis Chapter NRHS

PO Box 220168

St. Louis, MO  63122

View email in browser
St Louis Chapter NRHS · PO Box 220168 · Saint Louis, MO 63122-0168 · USA
update your preferences or unsubscribe
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